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specialized and complex, or does it present essentially the same condi- 
tion as in birds and reptiles? It is hard to say which is worse here, 
the confusion or the errors. 

To give further citations would be tedious, and perhaps unnecessary 
to prove that the book requires a most thorough revision before it 
can be recommended as a text-book of vertebrate embryology. Apart 
from the above reasons for criticism, the writer cannot but feel that 
the method of introducing students to the study of embryology 
which consists in abstracting the salient points from the field of 
comparative embryology is pedagogically wrong, although it is the 
method of the great majority of text-books. I f  i t  is necessary to 
consider the problems of comparative embryology in an elementary 
text, and it may be admitted that it is at least desirable, the develop- 
ment of some single form should run through the book as the main 
stream of discussion, and i t  should be given in su5cient detail to 
stimulate the critical insight of the student ; the comparative state- 
ments may be made as side branches contributing to, and expanding 
the main topic, and leading up to the generalizations. 

F. R. Lillie. 

EDIKGER’S INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OX THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 
(Edinger, L., Einfiihrung in die Lehre vom Bau und den Ver- 
richtungen des Nervensystems.) Leipzig, F. C. W. Vogel, 1909. 

The seventh edition of Edinger’s Lectures on the Central Nervous 
System has quite outgrown the original purpose for which the 
lectures were prepared, viz., an introduction to the internal organiza- 
tion of the central nervous system adapted for medical students and 
practitioners. The work has become, in fact, a treatise on the corn- 
parative anatomy and phylogeny of the vertebrate nervous system 
not well adapted for the use of beginning students of the subject. 
Accordingly, the author has just published a smaller and much more 
elementary student’s manual. 

The text of this little volume of 190 pages is largely rewritten; 
it is not a mere condensation of the larger work. The treatment of 
the subject is in plan similar to that of the earlier editions of the 
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Vorlesuugen, but with h t t e r  arrangenient of the matter and cscellerit 
summaries of the physiological and pathological significance of the 
organs described. There are a few ncw figures, but most of the 
165 illustrations are taken without change from various editions of 
tlic Vorlesungen. The book has some of the elements of weakness 
of the serenth edition of thc larger work, which has recently been 
reviewed at length in these coluains ( AXATONICAL RECORD, Vol. IT, 
pp. 273-283); but it is nevertheless a very succcssful elementary 
text-book. The graphic literary style, the wealth of pictorial illus- 
tration and the use of comparative, physiological and pathological 
data ws aids to the exposition throughout, combirie to make it a rery 
useful manual. 

Tho reviewer believes tha t  a more thorough-going application of 
the functional analgsia whicli in cliaptcr 3 is applied to the spinal 
cord and nervcs mould greatly simplify and clarify the exposition 
of the medulla oblongata and its nerres for the elementary student. 
Dr. Ediriger has elsemhcre used this principle and it is unfortunate 
that he lias not takcri advantage of i t  here in his clcmentary tcst- 
book, wlierc its usef~ilness as a pedagogical aid is greatest. 

The book is sure to prove rery valuable as a reference work in 
niedical coiirses in neurology and i t  should hare a wide circulation 
in this country as well as in Germany. 

C. Judson Ilcrrirl;. 




